
The FDA has stated that it is the responsibility of the physician to determine the FDA clearance status of each drug or medical 
device he or she wishes to use in clinical practice.
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Purpose: Orthopaedic meetings are used to disseminate current research. Presented ab-
stracts are intended go on to journal publication. Publication rates for the OTA from 1990-
1994 were 64% and from 1994-1998 were 67%. This study’s purpose is to determine the 
journal publication rates of podium presentations from the OTA meetings between 2008 
and 2012.

Methods: Podium abstracts from the 2008-2012 OTA annual meetings were compiled from 
OTA Electronic Archives. PubMed was queried for subsequent journal publication using 
title keyword search and author name. Publication rates and time to publication were cal-
culated. Study design, journals of publication, and impact factors (IFs) were noted.

Results: From 2008-2012, overall journal publication rate for podium presentations was 
73.4% (Table 1). 81% of abstracts were from US institutes, followed by Canada (8.8%) and 
Europe (8.4%). Top journals for publication were Journal of Orthopaedic Trauma (45.5%), 
The Journal of Bone & 
Joint Surgery (15.3%), and 
Journal of Trauma (4.6%). 
The most common topics 
are outlined in Table 2. 
There was no significant 
difference in time to pub-
lication (P = 0.56) or IF 
(P = 0.24) between years. 
Study design and associ-
ated publication rates are 
noted in Table 3.

Conclusion: Despite an 
increase in abstract sub-
missions and the num-
ber of podium presenta-
tions, journal publication 
rates remain high. The 
publication rate for OTA 
podium presentations 
indicates a high level of 
scrutiny for OTA abstract 
acceptance and quality.


