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Purpose: Determining the true availability of resources and understanding the level of 
training of surgeons involved in the treatment of patients with pelvic fractures and hemor-
rhagic shock is critical. In this study, the availability of technical, technological, and human 
resources for the care of this injury in Latin America region was analyzed, and the prefer-
ences of orthopaedic trauma surgeons when performing interventions for the diagnosis and 
treatment of patients with pelvic trauma and associated hemorrhagic shock was described.
 
Methods: A cross-sectional web-based survey containing questions on knowledge, attitudes, 
and practices with respect to imaging resources, emergency pelvic stabilization methods, and 
interventions used for bleeding control was sent to 948 Latin America orthopaedic trauma 
surgeons treating pelvic fractures in the emergency department. Differences between re-
gional clusters, level of training, type of hospital, and pelvic surgery volume were assessed.
 
Results: 368 responses were obtained, with 37.5% of respondents reporting formal training 
in pelvic surgery and 36.0% having available protocol for managing these patients. The most 
frequently used interventions were the supra-acetabular pelvic external fixator and pelvic 
packing. Limited hospital and imaging resources are available for the care of patients with 
pelvic trauma and associated hemorrhagic shock throughout Latin America. In addition, 
the training of orthopaedic trauma surgeons dealing with this type of injury and the volume 
of pelvic surgeries per year is heterogeneous.
 
Conclusion: It should be urgently considered to develop management protocols adapted 
to Latin America according to the availability of resources, as well as to promote training 
in this severe life-threatening traumatic condition.
 



The FDA has stated that it is the responsibility of the physician to determine the FDA clearance status of each drug or medical 
device they wish to use in clinical practice.
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