
Emergency Department Guide for Acute
Management of Pelvic & Acetabular Fractures

ATLS Protocol with Complete Evaluation AP Pelvis X-Ray

Pelvic Injuries Acetabular Injuries

Acute Interventions to Consider

Pelvis acts as link between spine and lower extremities Acetabulum provides weight bearing
joint surface for femoral head

Observation
Possible External Fixation

Pelvic binder or sheet
External Fixation
Symphysis plate at laparatomy

Pelvic binder or sheet
External Fixation
Skeletal traction!

Reduction of Hip Dislocation

Skeletal Traction
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The Orthopaedic Trauma Association presents this information as an educational service to the medical
community. While the information is about health care issues and orthopaedic surgery, it is not medical
advice. Individuals seeking specific orthopaedic advice or assistance for conditions such as these should
contact an orthopaedic trauma surgeon through the Find a Surgeon program at www.ota.org.

Orthopaedic Trauma
Consultation

Call early and involve the
Orthopaedic Surgeon in your

decision making

Normal side Abnormal side


